
ORDINANCE NO. 339

AN ORDINANCE PROMULGATING THE RATES TO BE CHANGED
FOR THE USE OF THE MUNICIPAL WATER/SEWER SYSTEM:

OUTLINING MEANS OFENFORCING PAYMENT FOR SUCH SERVICE,
PROMULGATING REQUIREMENTS FOR CONNECTION, ESTABLISHING
MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS. PROHIBITING FREE SERVICE,
PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION, REPEALING ORDINANCES 316 AND 293
AND ANY ORDINANCE OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT

AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION OF THIS ORDINANCE
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Whereas, the City of Mexico Beach has determined that is in the best interest of
the City that this ordinance be enacted; therefore, be it ordainedby the City Council of
Mexico Beach, Florida that:

SECTION 1. CONNECTIONS WITH WATER/SEWER SYSTEM. Where the

same shallbe available, the owner ofevery lot or parcelof land withinthe City of Mexico
Beach, Florida, may connect, or cause the plumbing of any building or buildings thereon
to be connected, with the municipal water/sewer system ofthe City ofMexico Beach,
Florida, and use the facilities of such system. All such connections shall be made in
accordancewith the rules and regulations whichshall be adopted from time to time by the
City Council of the City ofMexicoBeach, these rules and regulations shallprovide for a
chargefor making any such connections in suchreasonable amount as such Council may
fix and determine.

SECTION 2. EXCEPTIONS TO CONNECTIONS. This ordinance shall not be

construed to require or entitle any person to cross the private property ofanother to make
any such water/sewer connection.

SECTION 3. SEPARATE CONNECTIONS FOR EACH SEPARATE UNIT.

Each residential unit whether occupying one or more lots and whether it shall occupy any
lot or parcel jointly with any other residential unit shall be considered a separate unit for
the payment of the water/sewer fees, and separate connections and meters will be required
for each ofsuch units. This ordinance shall not be construed to require to existing multi-
family (MDS.) units, at the time this ordinance is passed, being serviced through one
meter to install a separate connection for each unit unless major alterations are made to
the structure ofunhVimits are sold to a new owner.

SECTION 4. WATER CUT-OFF VALVE. SEWER CLEAN OUT fAS

REQUIRED BY STANDARD PLUMBING CODE). Effective on the passage ofthis
ordinance all new units and connections will be required to have a water cut-offvalve and
a sewer clean out on the property owner's side of the water and sewer line.
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SECTION 5. LIMITATIONS ON EFFLUENT. The owners shall use their best
efforts to limit, by ordinance and force of lawifnecessary, introduction of the following
into the sewer system:

A. Industrial Waste: No industrial waste shall be discharged into the system
unless it meets all applicable local, state and FederalRequirements regarding pre-treatment
and has been reviewed and approved by the system engineer.

B. Stormwater: Stormwater and other miscellaneous liquid flows, such as roof
drain, air conditioning condensate, gasoline or oil shall not be discharged into the system.

C. Septic Tank Pump Out: Septic tank pump outs shallnot be discharged into the
system without the prior approval of the city, systemengineer and the operator. Any
additional or extraordinary treatment cost of treating septictank pump-outs shall be done
by the owner permittingdischargeofthe pump-out into the system.

D. Miscellaneous: Alleffluent materials and discharges into the systemshall meet
applicable regulations of the Florida Department ofEnvironmental Protection, the United
States Environmental Protection Agency and such reasonable pre-treatment regulations
and prohibitions as maybe promulgatedfrom time to time by the operator.

SECTION6. CONNECTIONS MAY BE MADE BY THE CITY. If any such
owner of any lot or parcel ofland within the City ofMexico Beach shall fail and refuse to
connectwith and use the facilities ofthe sewer systemofthe CityofMexicoBeach after
notificationby the City Clerk as provided herein, then the City shallbe authorized to make
such connections, entering on or upon any such lot or parcel of land for the purpose of
making such connection, together with reasonable penalties and interest and attorney's
fees, by suit in any court of competent jurisdiction. In addition, and as an alternative
means ofcollecting such costs ofmaking such connections, the City shall have a lien of
state and county and municipal taxes. Such lien may be enforced by the City in the same
manner provided by the laws ofFlorida for the foreclosure ofmortgages upon real estate.

SECTION 7. CHARGE OR RATE FOR WATER SERVICE.

\.

A. Anyuser ofthe services of the water works systemshall pay therefor a
monthly charge or rate as indicated by the appropriate categoryofthis section.
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B. Residential Accounts:

Rates

3/4" 4,000 Gallons
1" 6,000 Gallons

Monthly Basis

$11.75 excess $1.00 per M
$17.75 excess $1.00 per M

C. Duplex dwellings or multi-family (MDS) onthe same building site serviced by
one service connection, prior to the passage of thisordinance, shall pay the minimum
chargeof$11.75 for the first unit and $11.75 per additional unit in the dwelling. All over
4,000 gallons will be at $1.00 per thousand.

D. Commercial Accounts:

Rates Monthly Basis

1" 6,000 Gallons $17.75 excess $1.00 per M
2" 12,000 Gallons $33.25 excess $1.00 per M
3" 18,000 Gallons $48.75 excess $1.00 per M
4" 24,000 Gallons $64.25 excess $1.00 per M

E. Commercial Buildings serviced by a 3/4" meter prior to the passageofthis
ordinance shall paythe minimum charge of $11.75. All usage over4,000gallons will be
charged at $1.00 per thousand gallons.

F. Connecting Fee's (Tap Fee, Impact Fee)

3/4" Tap $211.00 or actual cost (Whichever is greater)
1" Tap $299 or actual cost (Whichever is greater)
2" & Over Tap $557.00 or actual cost (Whichever is greater)

IMPACT FEES $1085.00

In addition to "Tap Fee's backflow preventers will be installed on all new
connections.

G. The City reserves the right to enter into contracts with large users ofwater for
the purpose ofsetting and determining a monthly charge or rate for the use ofsuch
services, which monthly rate or chargemaybe computed upon a different basis than set
forth in the paragraph immediately preceding. Such contracts shallbe entered into by
means ofresolution duly adopted by the City Council.
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H. Temporary construction meters (3/4") can be purchased by customersupon
request for constructionpurposes. The monthly rate willbe $11.75 for 0-4,000
gallons/excess $1.00 perM, not to exceed three (3) months unless approved bythePublic
Works Director. At the end ofthe three (3) months, full rates for water and sanitation
services will apply.

I. Customers may pay in advance for new installations and valves for new meters
will be sealed or locked until the customer requests service. Recormection fees will not be
charged.

SECTION 8. CHARGE FOR RATE FOR SEWER SERVICE.

A. Any user of the services ofthe sewer works system shall pay therefor a
monthlycharge or rate as indicatedby the appropriate category ofthis section.

B. Residential Accounts:

Base Monthly Charge: $32.00*
Volumetric Charge $2.15
(per 1,000 gallons)

C. Commercial Accounts:

Basic Monthly Charge: $32.00*
Volumetric Charge $2.15
(per 1,000 gallons)

(*) Amount shown includes 4,000 gallons ofmetered water consumption per equivalent
residential and commercial connection.

D. Duplex dwellings or multi-family (MDS) on the same building site serviced by
one service connection; prior to the passage ofthis ordinance shall pay the minimum of
$32.00 for the first unit and $32.00 per additional unit in the dwelling. All usage over the
first 4,000 gallons will have a volumetric charge of$2.15 per thousand.
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E. Connection Fee's

Actual Cost

IMPACT FEE $950.00



F. The City reserves the right to enter into contracts with large users ofwater
and/or sewer services for the purpose ofsetting and determining a monthly charge or rate
for the use ofsuch services, which monthly rate or charge may be computed upon a
different basis than set forth in the paragraph immediately preceding, Such contracts shall
beentered into by means ofresolution duly adopted by the City Council.

SECTION 9. SECONDARY WATER METERS FORNON-SEWER
CONNECTED ACTIVITIES. Aprovision ishereby established providing for the
installation of a second water meter byeither Commercial or Residential accounts. This
meter will becharged for water consumption only. This meter may only beused to
providewater to the following activities.
Marina's, Swimming Pools, Sprinkler Systems. Each installation ofsecondary meter's will
be approved on an individual basis where it is determined that water used isnot capable of
entering the sewer system. Cost for the secondmeter will be billed out at actual cost for
labor and materials. Themunicipal waterdepartment will set the meter and backflow
preventer. Thecustomer is responsible for all plumbing installations on the customer side
of the meter. Amonthly minimum fee for the secondary meter is hereby established at
three ($3.00) dollars per moonth. The customer will receive separate billings for each
meter. The primary billing will reflect water, sewer, and garbage. The secondary meter
billing will reflect the monthly minimum fee ($3.00) and water consumption billing only.

SECTION 10. UNLAWFUL CONNECTION. No person shall beallowed to
connect into any water line or sewer line owned by the City without thewritten consent of
the City, and then the connection with such line shall bemade only under thedirection and
supervision ofthe water/sewer superintendent. Any property owner or plumber who shall
make any connection without such consent ofthe City shall, upon conviction, besubject
to the penaltieshereinafterprovided.

SECTION 11. UNLAWFUL CONSTRUCTION. No person, group of persons,
firm or corporation shall build or remodel or cause to bebuilt or remodeled any structure
used for human habitation of occupancy within the City of Mexico Beach, unless it is
provided with water-carried sewerage facilities.

SECTION 12. CONNECTING OLD PLUMBING Whenever it is desirable to
connect old plumbing with the City's sewer main and/or water line, the owner or plumber
contemplating doing such workshall notify the BayCounty Building Department who will
inspect said old plumbing and notify the owneror plumber what alterations will be
necessary to place the old plumbing inanacceptable condition for such connection. Any
owner or plumber who shall make any connection without theapproval oftheBay County
Building Department shall, upon conviction, besubject to the penalties hereinafter
provided.
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SECTION 13. SANITARY REQUIREMENTS. Every resident and building in which
human beings reside, are employed orcongregated, shall be required to have a sanitary
method of disposing of human excretment, namely a sanitary water closet that is
connected with the City sewer.

SECTION 14. DISPOSAL REQUIREMENTS. It shall beunlawful for any
person, persons, firm or corporation owning or leasing any premises inthe City to permit
the disposal ofany human excrement onany property, leased or rented by any such
person, firm or corporation or the agent ofany such person, firm or corporation, except in
a sanitary water closet where sewage lines are available as defined above.

SECTION 15 : SEPTIC TANK. No septic tankswill be installed within the
corporate limits ofMexico Beach, Florida unless the city isprohibited from servicing a
given area due to enviromental restrictions. In such cases a Bay County Health
Department Septic Tank Permit must be obtained.

SECTION 16. FAILURE TO MAINTAIN PLUMBING SYSTEM Failure to
keep the sewer pipe, i.e. the pipe leading from the plumbing system to the City's sewer
main clean and maintained ina proper manner will give theCity theright to cutoffthe
waterconnection, which shall not be reconnected until the sewer pipeis cleaned and
maintained properly.

SECTION 17. NO SERVICE FREE. No water nor sewage disposal service shall
befurnished or rendered free ofcharge to any person, firm or corporation whatsoever, and
the Cityand each and everyagency, department whichuses eitheror both such service
shallpay therefor at the rates fixed by this Ordinance.

SECTION 18. PAYMENT OF FEES AND BILLS REQUIRED.

1. Billsfor the monthlycharges and fees hereinbefore mentioned shallbe
submitted bytheWater/Sewer Department and shall be paid monthly bythe user. The
date of receiptat the MexicoBeachCityHall shall be considered as the date ofpayment.
Water/Sewer Department personnel are not authorized to receive money for the payment
ofwater bills. Ifanywater/sewerbill for water/sewerservice shall be and remain unpaid
after 4:30PM on the 20th dayof eachmonth, a 10%penalty shall be imposed andadded
to saidbill; if the 20th dayof the month falls on a weekend, customerwill be given until
4:30 P.M. the next regular work day for payment; delinquent after 4:30 P.M.; and if said
biH is not paid by the 2nd Wednesday ofthe following month the water willbe turned off
without furthernotice andwillnot be re-connected until all past due chargesshallhave
been fully paid plus a re-connection charge.

2. Meter turn-offs after monthlymeter readingsand before the 1st ofthe
, following month willbe chargedfor water use only. Meter turn-offs on and after the 1st
\S ofthe following month will be treated as anormal bill (minimum plus use).
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3. Meter reader is required to read each active account monthly, if it has been
determined that a meter was not read and thenext meter reading isabove theminimum,
the Water Department Clerk will determine anaverage monthly consumption and is
authorized to adjust and give credit if appropriate.

4. When a meterreading hasbeencertified correct bythe Water/Sewer
Department Superintendent and a customer disputes the reliability ofthe meter functioning
properly, meter will be sent (at customer's request) to the manufacturer for certification.
Ifthe manufacturer certifies the meter is functioning properly, costs for shipping, handling,
and meter testing will be billed to andpaid in full bythe customer. Customer will also be
responsible for the water usageexisting on the water meter. If a meter is certified as
faulty, theWater Department will pay all shipping, handling and testing fees and water
usage will be written off.

5. When a water/sewer customer hasfailed to paya water bill and two (2)
additional billings for the past due amount have been sent to the customerand billremains
unpaid, thetotal amount due will be referred to a collection agency if theamount dueis
$25.00 or more. Upon collection ofthe bill, the percentage fee retained by the collection
agency will be written off. Past due bills of less than$25.00 andsix(6) months old or
older will be referred to theCity Administrator/Public Works Director for permission to
be written off.

6. All "Other billings and Emergencies" will be approved and signed bythe City
Administrator/Public Works Director ona case-by-case basis. Emergencies normally will
not exceed three (3) working days.

SECTION 19. RECONNECTION AND SERVICE CHARGES

11 A re-connection charge of $15.00 shall be paid for restoring allvoluntary or
involuntary disconnections ifservice isrestored within thirty (30) days. Users moving
from one location to another within the water/sewer service areawill be charged a re-
connection fee of $15.00 if the service is restored at the new location within thirty (30)
days. Service not restored within thirty (30)days of disconnection will be charged $40.00
for re-connection. User requested disconnections or re-connections or other user
problems requiring a service call by Water Department personnel at times other than the
normal working hours of Water/Sewer Department personnel will be charged a service fee
of$30.00 in addition to the re-connection chargeabove.

2. For record purposes, Water/Sewer Department personnel are required to fill
out the "Work Report" section of the work order clearly explaining the nature andextent
of the problem and action taken.
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3. Upon disconnections, Water/Sewer Department personnel will lock or seal the
valve or remove the water meter.

4. The person or agent signing the Agreement Form for Water Service is
responsible for the water/sewer bill. Landlords wanting their tenants responsible for
water/sewer bills should have their tenants sign the Agreement Form for Water/Sewer
Service and pay a re-connection fee.

5. Money must be paid in full for re-connections ornew installations. The City
administrator isauthorized to make adjustments inthese provisions for ajustifiable
hardship case.

6. The Water/SewerDepartment will not refuse water/sewer serviceto a renter if
another renter defaults; however, if an owner defaults, a renter will be denied water
service until any unpaid balance and re-connection fees are paid in full.

SECTION 20. PENALTIES. Any person, firm orcorporation violating any of
theprovisions ofthis ordinance shall, upon conviction thereof, for each such offense, be
subject to a fine ofnot to exceed five hundred dollars ($500.00) orimprisonment for not
to exceed sixty (60) days, orby both such fine and imprisonment inthe descretion ofthe
Court.

SECTION 21. All ordinances, resolutions, or partsthereofin conflict withthe
provisions of this ordinance arehereby repealed.

SECTION 22. SEVERABILITY Inthe event that any section or provision of
this ordinance orany portion thereof, any paragraph, sentence, orword be declared by a
Court ofCompetent jurisdiction to be invalid, such a decision shall not effect the validity
ofthe remainder hereofasa whole or part thereofother than thepart declared invalid.

SECTION 23. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall become effective as
provided by law.

PASSED andADOPTED bythe City Council ofthe City of Mexico Beach,
Florida, at it's regular meeting held the nth day of March 1997 ,

CITY OF MEXICO BEACH, FLORIDA

Garry Gaoms
Mayor-Councilman

ATTEST:

City Clerk
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