
ORDINANCE NO. 430

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE ADDITIONAL PROPERTY TAX
EXEMPTION of $25,000 FOR CERTAIN PERSONS AGE 65 OR OLDER IN
THE CITY OF MEXICO BEACH; PURSUANT TO F.S. 196.075; AND,
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, on November 3, 1998 an amendment to the Florida Constitution was
approved providing an additional homestead exemption to certain qualifying senior
citizens; and

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to implement the additional homestead exemption
for qualifying senior citizens in accordance with the provisions of Section 196.075 of the
Florida Statutes, as authorized by the 1999 session of the Florida Legislature through its
enactment ofHouse Bill 291; and

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to provide this additional tax relief to its senior
citizens and has determined that the adoption of this ordinance serves to protect the
health, safety andwelfare ofthe general public; now therefore,

BEIT ORDAINED BYTHE CITY COUNCIL OF CITY OF MEXICO BEACH,
FLORIDA:

Section 1. The Ordinances ofthe City of Mexico Beach, Florida is hereby amended by
adding a new article or sections thereto, for an additional Homestead Exemption for
Senior Citizens, that shall read as follows:

ADDITIONAL HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION FOR SENIOR CITIZENS

A. Authority and Purpose

This article is adopted pursuant to the specified authority of Section 6 (f), Art. VII
of the Florida Constitution, and Section 196.075, Florida Statutes, and the City's
broad home rules powers granted by Chapter 166, Florida Statutes, and the City's
Charter.

B. Definitions

1) Department of Revenue means the State Department of Revenue for the State
ofFlorida

2) Household means a person or group of persons living together in a room or
group of rooms as a housing unit, but the term does not include persons
boarding inor renting a portion of a dwelling.



3) Household income means the adjusted gross income, as defined in Section 62
of the United StatesInternal Revenue Code, ofallmembers of a household.

4) Property Appraiser means the Bay County Property Appraiser.
5) Shall is mandatory when used herein.
6) Sixty-five (65) years ofage means a person who has attained the age ofsixty-

five (65) prior to January 1st of the tax year for which the additional
homestead exemption is sought.

C. Entitlement to additional exemption.

1) Any person sixty-five (65) years of age or older who has legal or equitable
title to realestate located within the City and who maintains thereon his or her
permanent residence, and which residence qualifies for and receives
homestead exemption pursuant to Section (6) a, Article VII of the Florida
Constitution, and whose household income does not exceed $21,259 (and as
may be annually adjusted) shall be entitled to make application for an
additional homestead exemption of$25,000 as provided inthis Ordinance.

2) The additional homestead exemption, if granted, shall be applicable to all ad
valorem tax millage rates levied by the City; and ifapplicable, shall be subject
to the provisions of Sections 196.131 and 196.161, Florida Statutes. If title to
the property is held jointly with right ofsurvivorship, the person residing on
the property and otherwise qualifying for the additional homestead may
receive the entire amount of the additional homestead exemption provided
herein.

3) The additional homestead exemption provided herein shall be available to
qualified persons beginning with the year 2002 tax roll as soon as the
appropriate forms are available from the Florida Department ofRevenue.

D. Annual adjustment of income.

1) Beginning January 1, 2002, and continuing every January 1st thereafter, the
$21,259.00 income limitation shall be automatically adjusted by the
percentage of change in the average cost-of-living index in the period of
January 1st through December 31st ofthe prior year as compared to the same
period for the year prior to that year. As used herein, the term "index" shall
be the average of the monthly consumer-price index figures for the stated
twelve month period, for the United States as a whole, issued by the United
States Department ofLabor.



E. Requirements for claiming additional homestead exemption.

1) Every person claiming the additional homestead exemption pursuant to this
article must file an application with the Bay County Property Appraiser no
later than March 1st ofeach year for which such exemption is claimed. The
application shall be on a form prescribed by the Florida Department of
Revenue and shall include a sworn statement of household income for all
members ofthe household. On or before June 1st of each year, each applicant
must file supporting documentation with the Property Appraiser, including
copies ofall federal income tax returns, wage and earning statements (W-2
forms), and such other documentation necessary to verify the income
received by all members of the household each year. The applicant's
statement shall attest to the accuracy of all documentation provided, and the
Property Appraiser shall not grant the exemption without the required
documentation.

2) Failure to file the application and sworn statement by March 1st, or failure to
file the required supporting documentation by June 1st ofany given year shall
constitute awaiver ofthe additional exemption privilege for that year.

F. Notice Requirements

1) The City Clerk shall, prior to December 1, 2002, provide a copy of the
Ordinance approving this Article to the Bay County Property Appraiser;
and in the event this Article is subsequently repealed, notification of such
repeal should be provided to the bay County Property Appraiser no later
that December 1st prior to the year in which the homestead exemption
providedhereinexpires.

SECTION 2. In the event any portion ofthis Ordinance is, for any reason,

held or declared to be unconstitutional, inoperative, or void, such holding shall

not affect the remaining portions ofthis Ordinance. Further, in the event this

Ordinance or any provision hereof shall be held to be inapplicable to any person,

property, or circumstances, such holding shall not affect its applicability to any

other person, property or circumstance.

SECTION 3. All Ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed to

the extent of such conflict.

SECTION 4. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its adoption.



INTRODUCED at the regular meeting of the City Council on the 8th day ofOctober
2002 andADOPTED at k>Q>\Jembt<C 19. JQO^ .

CITY OF MEXICO BEACH, FLORIDA

>.athy Kfhgsland
Mayor

o.


